Remarks 



Claims 1-13 and 22-23 are pending. Claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations 
of objected-to claim 12. Claim 13 has been amended to depend from claim 1. 

Claims 14-21 have previously been withdrawn. 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-8 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,494,136 to Humble in view U.S. Patent No. 6,502,749 to Snyder. 

Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Humble in 
view of Snyder in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,629,019 to Legge et al. 

Claims 12-13 are objected to for depending on a rejected base claim. 
Claims 1 

The Examiner kindly stated that claims 12 and 13 were objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly claim 12 has been 
amended into claim 1. Claim 1 is therefore believed allowable. As claims 2-11, 13 and 22-23 
depend there from, either directly or through intervening claims, they are likewise believed 
allowable. 
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Conclusions 

Therefore, for at least the reasons cited above, claims 1-11,13 and 22-23 are patentable 
over the cited references. Apphcants respectfully request that all pending claims be allowed. 

Please apply any credits or excess charges to our deposit account number 50-0521 . 



Date: August 15. 2008 



MAILING ADDRESS 
Clifford Chance US LLP 
31 West 52"^ Street, 
New York, NY 10019-6131 
Telephone: (212) 878-8232 



Respectfully submitted, 




Eric A. Lemer 
Registration No. 46,054 
Attorney for Apphcants 
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